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PART I, PRIMARY AND EXPORT INDUSTRISS. 


Seasonal Conditions. Seasonal conditions generally are very satisfactory. 

Good rains fell in June, The average rainfall was above normal for the month by 
28% in wheat districts and 18% in shecp districts. Daixying districts had the 
best month sinee March though rainfall was 27% below normal years. The last 
areca to expcricnee a break in the suceession of dxy seasons was the Hunter 
Manning district when general rain occurred throughout the State in the second 
week of July. Floods have been experienced in the Central Western S:Lopes 
division but no extensive damage has been reported. The weather has delayed 
shearing operations. 


Temperatures have been mostly mild although nights have been cold and heavy 
frosts in most parts of the State and snow on the highlands weve recorded in the 
first weck of July, | | 


Food Supply. The Australian Food Council met on July 10th. It decided to ask 
the Controller of Materials Supply, Munitions Department, to give the highest 
possible priority to the construction of dehydration plants. The Council decided 
also to establish national and State prcduetion quotas for primary and secondary 
foodstuffs and to ask State Departments of Agriculture to break down State quotas 
into district quotas. The establishment of these quotas is expected to bring 

to light problems of production which have arisen in regard to manpower, ‘transport, 
storage, fodder conservation, fertiliser end water supply. 


The survey of manpower in rural industries is nearing completion. A 
special inquiry into the dairying industry is in hand. 


The results of these surveys will guide the authorities in providing adequate 
labour for necessary food production, 


The Food Council, adopted a report on stimulating egg production. Statistics 
supplied by the Mcat Board showed ‘that the meat position was sound but it is 
advisable to build up reserve stocks in all States, The Ministor for War 
Organisation of Industry stated that there would be no shortage of food of 
adequate nutritional value but it might not be possible to cater for all tastes, 
He advocated the consunption of mutton, 


A large quantity of tinned jan which had been subject to a "freezing" order has 
been released for civilian consumption, About 90 tons of prunes have been made 
available for infants and invalids. 


Food supply has been classified as an cssential service and a National Sccurity 
Regulation provides that workers must remain in the industry if required, 


Brief Notes. The late maize crops grown on the North Coast, which usually provide 
the biggest percentage of the State's crop, experienced very dry conditions during 
the maturing stages and yiclds have been poor. 


Some of the sced potato crop will not be harvested. There was a shortage 
of labour and rain caused a growth of weeds before digging. could be arranged. 
No person may cnter into a contract for the sale or delivery of potatoes of the 
Queensland 1942 crop without the consent of the Australian Fotato Committec. 


There will be no adjustment or the price of lamb for export to Britain. The 
whole question of meat supplies is being considered by the Commonwealth Government. 


Two wine distillerics in N.S.W. are producing 12,000 gallons of alcohol per 
week from sugar. Tt is intended to use wheat when methods of extraction are 
improved, 


The Army requircs a large quantity of citrus fruit juices. The priees tor 
fruit supplicd by growers to juice factories have been determined as £13/10/- 
per ton for lemons, £12/40/- per ton for grapefruit and £10/i0/~ for oranges. 
Growers declare that the prices are unreasonable in view of low yiclds and in= 

creased costs. 


/Australions ceees 


as 


Australian tobacco available for appraisemont this scason is estimated at 
6, 500,00 lbs., an increase of 30% over last year, The new season's crop may be 
of slightly better quality than the previous one. 


The Minister for Customs stated on 25th June that imports of tobacco were 
difficult to obtain and Australia was drawing on stocks. 


_ Gopra, cocoanut oil and palm kernels available to the United Nations are to be 
pooled and allocated on an agreed formula, The Commonvealth Government will be 
responsible for the purchase and shipment of the quantities allocated to Australia, 
The Director of Matcrials Supply, Munitions Dept. will control distribution of 
Australia's supplics. 


Wool. The price of prime sheep reached high levels recently duc to smaller 
offerings. Floods caused a sudden drop in markctings but the position has eased 
again. 


The Jute Board will not release any woolpacks for the 1943 shearing. A fair 
distribution will be made next year. 


The proportions of merino and crossbred and greasy and scoured wool marketed 
in Sydney, in 1941-42 and some carlicr seasons were as follows:- 


Scason Merino Crossbred. Greasy Scoured 
fs Z i ‘ 
1952=335 90.06 9,94 95. 99 6.04 
1958-59 90. 91 9.09 94.95 5-07 
1959-40 89.11 10,89 95617 6.85 
1940-41 88.16 11.64 90.87 9.15 
1941-42 85.97 14.05 90.75 9.25 


The wet weather has delayed shearing. Smaller quantities of wool than expected 
will be offcred at the appraisements. due to ‘commence on 27th July, 1942. 


Wheat. Favourable crop conditions are reported in nearly all areas, Continued 
rains prevented further intended sowing and the season is now too far advanced, 
The Agriculture Dept. has not altered its estimate of the area sown to wheat in 
NoS.W. (3.3 m. acres). Weeds and black cats are prevalent in many crops. 


he United States Department of Agriculture estimates the production of winter 
wheat at 675 m. bus., Durua wheat at 32 m bus, and other spring wheat at 196 m, 
bus. The estimated total of 9035 m bus. is 42m, bus. below the forccast made in 
December last, 


The U.S. Congress now favours the adainistration's proposal to sell.125-m, bus. 
of Government=held surplus wheat at 85% of "parity" (about 83 cents a bushel) to 
dairy farmcrs and other livestock: producers, 


Lhe Priac .of wheat for flour:and meal for export to New. Zealand was reduced on 
8th July by 3d. to 3/114 per bus. bulk. Wheat for local flour sells at the fixed 
price of 3/144 per bus. 


On the Chicago market July futures averaged (per bus.) 12252 it in May and 1184 
cents in June 1942, December futures were yuotcd in June at an average of 
123 z eents. On July 15th December futures rev Jised 125 cents. 

sf 

In Junc the price in Winnipes for July futures was 80% cents per bus. On July 
15th it was 802 cents. 


Commenting on the International Wheat Agreement, the Minister for Commerce said 
that the Australian Stabilisation Scheme was probably the most comprehensive 
control exercised by any of the wheat cxporting countrics. The need for control 
was appercnt. World stocks of wheat wert at present sufficient for intermtional 
requirencnts for three years. 


[DEEZ a teed 


5. 
Dairy Industries. Butter production showed the usual seasonal decline from 


April to May, 1942, During the five months ended May, production was 25.7% less 
than during the corresponding period of 1941. 


Returns are now coming in from dairy farmers indicating the extent of their 
Operations, manpower engaged and manpower serving in the defence forces. Man- 
power shortage is not the only problen faced by dairy farmers and it has been 
ecnphasized that policy can be formulated only when it is known what the production 
goals arc. The main question to be settled is the quantity of exports required on 
British account, 


BUTTER PRODUCTION - N.S.W. FACTORIES. 


000, 000 lbs. 


Nine 
months 
ended 

March. 


1938-39 | 113.8 835.8 
1939-40 | AI260 90.5 
1940-44 | 103.7 B5et 
1941-42 | - 64.2 


The quotas of butter and cheese for local conswiption in July are 84% and 68% 
respectively compared with 85% and 63% in June, 1942. 


Pay to suppliers of cream by eereix North Coast butter factorics was seasonally 
high in Junc at 133d. per lb. of commercial butter made, This was id, above the 
June pay of the two previous ycars. 


N.S.W. BUTTER = PaY TO CREAM SUPPLIERS 


BY CERTaIN NORTH COAST FACTORIES, 


Pence per lb. of commercial butter made. 


| | Deferrea Pay 


Year Feb. Apr. | May | June 
1954—35% 9 of | 10% | 113 
1938-39 126 1a, | 12 - | 125 
1939-40 128 | 128 | 122 | 13 | 134 
1940=44 125 |.1038 | 382 | 49. ee 

, 
1941-42 | ioe (426 y 128 18 | abe 


% Includes cartage (about $d. per 1b.) now paid by factory, 
# Not available, 


Fisherics. The output from fisheries in N.S.W. during 1940-41 was substantially 
less than during the previous year. The full effect of the requisitioning of 
trawlers and of the dry conditions inland is reflected in the figures. The 
strength of the demand for fish is shovm by the high average net return per 1b. 
obtained for the output in 1940-41 - 6d. per lb. as compared with 4.51d. in the 
previous year and 4.15d. in 1938-39, 


[NaS Weswdane 
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N.S.We - FISHERIES PRODUCTION. 


| Unit Production fi Value of Production, 2000 


Tterk | of oo Ree ————— aris: Pe si 
Production, 1938-39 | 1959-40 1940-41 _ | 1958-59 | 1959-40 1940-41 
Trawled Fish | !000 lb, 14, 089 5 or eg 8.0435 
Inshore Catch} 'O00O 1b, 14, 845 18,594 17,205 
Inland : i 000 lb. 275 367 169 
Motel Pish ..|.!900 dbs.) 4: 2 9,207 51,349 | 25, 416 
Prawns "000 1b. 1,157 1,075 847 
Crayfish '000. doz. 14 pam it 
Crabs "000 doz. 6 i 5 5 
oysters "000 bags | 43 | a1 | 43 
oe = ae eee ey ee eee eee el Ke inne ET eee Se == Bea ee a a 
Total ; ne : ont F 


Coal. Official statements which have been inace recently with regard to coal 
production and stocks arc. simmarised below. 


imong the largest consumers of. coal are the Departacnt of Railways anc the Sydney 
County Council. The former last ycar entered into contracts to purchase the record 
anount of 1,712,000 tons. The County Council arrangec for the supply of 1,549,000 


tons over two years. In March, 1942 the Council reported stocks were falling 
owing. to contractors! deliveries being behind schedule. In July it was reported 
that power house stocks were dangerously low and steps might be taken to purchase 
any coal available at rcasonable prices, 


In January and February production was less than consumption, In May, the 
average production in australia, 450,000 tons a4 fortnight was about 50,000 tons 
below requircments, By July 500,000 tons a fortnight were being produced. 


Statistics of coal reserves and output given by the Prime Minister are as 
follows:- 


COL RESERVES 


Date. N.S.W. VICTORTA STH, AUST, TOTAL, THREE STATES, 


Thousands Tons. 


26,4, 41 946 295 229 1,468 - 
4,10, 44 641 245 187 1,271 
18, 4, 42 968 289 219 1, 476 


COAL PRODUCTION, N.S. 17. 
Year 1940 ~= 9,550,000 tons. 


" 1944 = 11, 668,000 tons. 
Six months ended ford 1942 - 5,765,000 tons. 


Production in N.S.W. for the three months ended March, 1942 was 2,620,000 tons 


"out of a possible 3,198,000 tons." The difference according to Mr. Curtin, was 
due toy- 

Strikes - 285,000 tons 

Absentecism = 201,000 "” 

Unavoidable 


Hold-ups ~ 94,000 " 


This is exclusive of the loss of about 180,000 tons occasioned by the compulsory 
retirement of miners under the N.S.W. pensions schenc. 


Gold Mining, The resources of the gold mining industry in N.S.W. end Queensland 
& g 


Will be directcc, as far as possible, into the production of base metals. 


/PART ach eaegneae 


5. 
PART IT. FINANCE AND TRiDE. 
GENERAL, For the first time since 1909-10 the accounts of every State showed a 


surplus, 

Gross war expenditure of the Comaonwealth Goverment in 1941-42 was £555 m, of 
which £54 m was recovered from other adninistrations. Thus, net war expenditure 
was £319.4 m. of which £108.5 m. was met from revenue and £210.9 m. by borrowing . 
In the previous year (1940-41) war expenditure was £170.2 m. of which £68.7 was met 
from revenuc, 


The revenue in 1941-42 was estimated in December last at £196 m. inclucing £12 n, 
extra taxation then imposed, Actual receipts werc £210 my, customs revenue 
excecding the cstinate by £7 m. and income (incl. company) taxes by £2. ms 


COMMONWEALTH GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTS. 


1941—49% 1940844 
il MM. 
Revenuc, 
Customs and Excisc 56,8 Dome 
Sales Tax 26.8 19.8 
Income & Company taxes 77.6 “Oed 
Post Office Zig © ant! 
Other 2742 We) 
Total Revenuc 210.0 150.9 
Expenditure (excl. Loan?), 
War (Bxel.1914=18 Services) 108.5 601) 
Other 101.5 85, 4 
21040 150.5 


% Approxinate. 
d £210.9 me expended from loan funds in 1941-42. 


Import licenses will not be granted in future for a wide range of goods except 
in exceptional circumstances, The list includes copra, linsced oil, various 
classes of paper and paper board, insulating material, timber, surgical 
instrunents, X-ray apparatus and various chemicals, The importation of goods of 
non=sterling origin is now confined to a linited list of essentials, 


A proclanation issucd on 9th July 1942 prohibits the export, without the consent 
of the Minister, of boot polish, silver, organic fertilisers and vegetables sceds. 
The imported raw materials used in the manufacture of boot polish are in short 
supply. Silver may be substituted in part for tin and other scarce base metals. 


It is announced from New York that war risk insurance on shipments between U.S... 
and Austrolia, and between U.S.4. and New Zealanc, via Panama, has inereased fron 
15% to 20%, 

The Basic Wage. The basic wage will be increascd in all States from the first 
pay period in August, The adjustment will inerease the basic wage (adult males - 
prevailing rate) for capital cities to 95/- per week in N.S.We, Victoria 94/-, 
Queensland 89/-, South Australia 91/+, Western Australia 89/- and Tasmania 91/-. 


BsSIC WiGS (PREDOMIN.NT RaTS) IN FEDERAL AWARDS. 
SYDNEY. 


__ Quarterly Acjustment crmeneings= 
Year | February | May, || ust. | November 
Shillings per week, 
195 9% | 81. 82 ial et 82 
1940 82 83 85 85 
1944 88 88 | 65 89 
1942 . Aerts i ee rae 93 ui 95 


* Commencing one month later. 


on 


Retail Prices, The "C" Series Retail Prices Index Number for the five large 
cities and towns in N.S.W. increased from 1070 in March Quarter to 1096 in June 
Quarter. This was 7.6% above June Quarter, 1941. 


"ALL TEMS" RET TL PRICSS INDEX. 
(Cost of food, groceries clothing, housing etc.) 
Base:= 1923-27 = 1000, ¢ 


ae 


| | 41944 iz Le: laa 
— QD U4 | 
ae oe. 1956 oe 1940 | Mor, | June | Sept. | Dec. | Mar. | June 
own | ® 6 * Q e ee e har 
ee St ee) ee ae See ns Qr {Xe ee re 
N.S.W.= 
Sydney 913 | 936 | 974 | 1018 |.1019 | 1027 | 1048 | 1070 | 1096 
Five Towns 914i | 933 | 972 | 4015-11027 | 1025 1045 | 1068 | 1094 
Aust. - | | 
Six Capital | | 
Lx Cay 897 | 920 | 957 | 995 | 1000 | 1009 | 1029 | 1053 | 10814 
i eee | | | | | 


gd Weighted average of six capital oities. 


Bond Yields & Share Prices. Though the prices of ordinary shares on the Sydney 
Exchange have weakened slightly since the high level of July 4th, 1942, the general 
tone. of the market remains firm, The Sydney Stock Exchange index of the prices 

of ordinary shares (1934=100) was 105.35 on 4th July and 104.63 on 18th of the 
month. 


The yield on Commonwealth bonds maturing in 5 to 10 years and subject to 1930 
taxation rates fell again in June. Longer term bonds were steady at about the 
same level as in the two previous months. 

YIELD ON COMMONWE..LTH GOVERNMENT BONDS IN «UST. 


Weighted Averages. 
cuaiaeide by the Commonwealth Banks 


Last Maturing in 5 years & under 10 yrs. Maturing in 
Wednesday Saeed ~{| 10 years and over. 
Geel Taxed at full = Taxed at 1930 Teese ey TOson ness 
C/realth rates CArealth rates 
i Zs | i 
1940 - June | 0.13 | 5.24 bead 
1941 - June 2.98 2288 | 5.04 
~ Dee. 3422 2494 | 3.09 
1942 = Jan. be 22 2.92 | 5.04 
Feb. 3.23 3.07 | 5.16 
Mar. 0922 5.07 | Bye 
iors | 3.22 | 3.00 | 3413 
May | 5.23 2.95 | 3.12 
June Bouya 1 5-22 | 2095 ll Beh 


Wholesale Trade. Average recorded sales at wholesale in 1941 were £19.08 m, 
monthly. For the four months ended April the value of sales averaged £19.20 m 
monthly in 1942 compared with £17.5 m. monthly in the same period of 1941. It 
was in the latter half of last year that sales attaincd high levels, One factor 
helping to sustain the value of sales is the inercasc in prices, 


/WHOLESALE. eesee 


WHOLESALE TRADE - N.S. 


Sales by traders registered under Sales Tax Acts. 
Total Te exable & Exempt Goods. — 


Month | 41938 | 1939 | 1940 1941. 19424 

a eee se se. Yee) 1 $$$} $$ _$_____}+—_____ 
amy £m. &m. £m. AMe 

Jan. 14,0 Pe Nargis) 15.8 | 18.69 

Feb. 1567 16.6 14,6 17.5 | 19.39 

Mar. | ALS) 1556 defend, | 17 L i) 53 

Apre 16,8 15.8 Pe | 1964 ; 19.19 

May 16.9 17.5 iy tag | 18.8 

June £5,.0 14.9 eee | 298 

July |) 1652 roe 1a? | 176 

AUgs 15y3 fe tore WS ie arse | = 20.4 

Sept. eS | aS) 72h LAD) | Pra SS) 

Oct. | eetS.7 [> = 4649 1ee5 18.5 

Nov. | 16,9 175 ieee hel 20.6 

Dee. 17,0 | 1803 i720 Ges un 

= —e eee ae eee - ce ees on eres : sa ie ee Pore pets a ee et Baesseceo _— = 

Year | 193.0 200.5 | 202.8 | 229.0 


Retail Trade. The intense activity in the retail trade in Sydney in March 
continued through /ipril. There was a fairly substantial drain on stocks of 
piece goods and clothing but the valuc of all stocks in large Sydney stores at 
the end of April, 1942, was still 8.7% higher than a year ago. The volume of 
stocks would not show an excess of this extent over last year because prices have 
risen, 


4. cheek on retail sales was instituted in May by the quota system vhiech_preecded 
clothes rationing, 


RETAIL TR.DE - SYDNEY. 


Percentage LIC _inerease from t he as a pom 


= ee 1 ny — Ds 
: Value of | Value of | Wages & Salaries Number 
Period Net sales, Stock, Paid. | of 
Employees, 
1939 Jan, -Deec, + 2.4 + 2.0 +2526 + 0.9 
1940 Jane -Dec. = 5 6.5 + 17.0 + 40 + Dy) 
1941 Jan.—-Dec. + 14.6 + 6,0 | + 9.0 + 4.0 
19414 = Oct. + 18.1 + 15.6 + 12.6 + 6.9 
Nov. + 7.4 + 16.2 + 8.8 fo De 
DEG. + 4.8 + 21.5 + 11.2 + 3,7 
| 

1942 - Jan. | Hun De | + 21.1 | + 6,5 + 4.6 
Feb. + 3.4 + 19.2 + 403 + O07 
Mar. + 25.¢ + 11.5 + 4.6 + O6 
+ 25.6 | - O57 + “fee + Ot 


&pre 


Employment. Excluding rural and houschold domestic employecs, the numbers 
employed in NeSeW. at the cnd of April, 1942, were 557,000 males and 222,200 
females, a total of 779,200. This compares with 560, 600 males and a 200 females 
(total 780,800) in March. Male employment (other than rural) in N.S.W. has 
declined by 10,000 since January, 1942. Females employcd have inercased by 7 » 000 
in the same period, 


During May, 1942 Goverment and semi~Government employment in N.S.W, inereased 
by 2,200 including 600 females. 


/Bagtoryess+s 


Factory B Emp Loyr nent. 
workshops in N.S.W. in April, 1942, 


and 227,400 in April, 1959. 


Q 
Oe 


It is estimated that 296,500 were employed in factories and 


This comparcs with 275,700 a year carlicr 


On the basis of the average number employed in factories in 1938-39 = 100, the 


index number for April 1942 was 130. 


FACTORY  _ EMPLOYMENT, N.S. WW. 
(Including Working Proprictors). 


In July, 1941, it was 124, 


Thousands.» 

eS aan ae og Joes 

1938~59 1940-41 1941=4 22(2) 
Month. ‘agile ) (a (tr Aaa are nae mm See reas cor ce a tet aaa es 

M. Fy can M. F, [% M. | ?. v, 
er rt alias ae AEE ae ee eM een 

July 165.2 60, 4 225.6 180.0 66,0 246.0 209.2 gery 284.3 
Aug. 166.2 G4) DOT, S 183, 4 67.4 250.8 R408 \ 7e-8 287.3 
Sept, 166,35 6448 | 2288.1 185.6 69.4 254.7 214.9 7L 4 292.0 
Oct. 166.5 62.5 228.8 1071 70,5 957.4 | 945,92 77.9 293.1 
Nov. 166.6 eet | 229.0 494.8 Tig ae 262.7 216.5 78.6 2951 
Dec. 166.2 62.2 | 2284 | 194.4 Bes 266.2 215.0 Font 293.6 
Jane 164.0 57.6 ocive 495,4 69, 4 262.8 | 214.8 ig Pe poe. 
Feb. 165.6 60.8 226.4 197.4 F265 269, 4 215.8 79.7 2054.5 
Mar. 167.0 62,0 229.0 20863 > NV SeS | 276.2 FisZ6 80.8 296.6 
Apr. 165.9 6175 OO ea: QOGeG. §| FSot Dt 5e7 215.8 80.7 296.5 
May 166.6 6142) bs: 227.8 204.9 | 73.8 | 278.7 | 
June 166.9 60.4 | 227.5 207% 66 --| 74,2 "| 28958 ts | 


(a) Preliminary,subject to revision 


Une Loymen te: Men registered for cmployment at National Service Offices numbered 
4,186 at the end of May, 1942. This was 502 less than at the end of April. 
Men registered for employment showed significant increases in the Newcastle, 


Matiland and Broken Hill areas. The chicf districts to whow decreases during 
the month were Metropolitan and "Cootamundra, Young, Wagga," 
N.S.i. - UNEMPLOYED MALHS REGISTERED, END OF MONTH. 
teat [S) Gieren April Ys - 
ean N pr May 
eae 1949 1942 942 
Metropolitan Arcas (incl, | i 
Liverpool and Penrith) 1, 340 1, 543 839 
Bathurst, Orange & Dubbo 250 304 261 
Cootamundra, Young & Wagga 249 197 125 
Albury & Broken Hill 68 147 a7 4: 
Newcastle & Maitland 198 118 286 
Tamworth & Inverell - 87 121 142 
All other areas | 249 258 259 
ae EE Se se cae te ent i SAN ON ae ee OE aes 
Total, N.S. We | 2, 441 2, 688 2,186 


Fewer men were sent to cmployment by National Service Offices during May than 
in the previous manth. 


NATIONAL SERVIC OFFICES, N.S. li. 
Nuaber _ of Persons cnt to Employment. _ | Lk? ea 
es - March, 1942 “ihe ees ne iT9425: ee ee eae ec ee 
es Pe baelie se le Ma li SO 
Adults | 1,825 | 1,704 5,801 phe ater ze By899.| 14986 18) “Bg E86 
Minors 57 507 DOP aoe oS G2n pp HAD c07 he 840" | A788, B18 
Total | 1,880 | 2,241 |. | ,135 | 11,949 | 7,759 | 2,465 |10,204 


% First month of operations 


Manpower Notes. The process of combing cstablishments for manpower has resulted 
to date in the release of many men for war service. Groups of factorics have 
been circulariscd, Employers arc asked to classify their staffs under three 
headings ;= 


(1) Key men, indispensable to the organisation, 
(2) Employees who can be replaced by men outside the nilitary classes 1, 2 
and 5 or by women after a brief training period, 


(5) Employees in military classes 1, 2 and 3 who ean be released 
immediately, 


Men in non-essential industries are urged to transfer voluntarily to war work 
or essential industries. 


Garages arc boing classifed into three groups. The first will be protected 
undertakings who must concentrate on servicing vehicles in high priority classes, 
The second group will be those operated by working principals who are cxempt fron 
military servicc, The remainder will retain their present status and their 
employees will be subject to call-up, 


About one-third of the 518,000 persons which the Governnent aims to transfer to 
the Forecs or war work by December, 1942 have already been obtained, During the 
last three months many men have been called vp and a large proportion of then 
cane from essential industries, In the future, the nore difficult transfers from 
non-csscntiel industry to war work will play an inereasing part in the fulfilling 
of the Government's objective, 


The cxistcnce of an unsatisfied demand for labour is the reason why only 50 
people have been paid unemployment allowances, These are available to workers 
displaced by the Governmnent's rationalisation schenes and unable to get other jobs 
quickly. 


The drive to place 80,000 wonen in work in Australia is gathering impetus, 
Since January, 1942, 12,000 women have been placed in N.S.W. by National Service 
Orficcs. 


The Civil register revcaled that in Australia there were 260,000 males over 
16 years of age not gainfully cmploycd, Of these 12,500 aged 16 = 17 years were 
students, Another 167,000 were over 60 years old. An appeal has been made 
by the Director-General of Manpower to retired men to take up war work, 


Today there arc about 15,000 men in the Commonwealth who "night be properly 
A > g 
deseribed as unemployed", This is easily the lowest firsure on record, 


The Advisory War Sounsil has approved of a large expansion in aircraft pro- 
duction. This is regarded as the best suarantee of maintenance of supplics of 
new 'planes. 

A factory in N.S.W- has produced its 1000th trainer aircraft, 
ground staff technicians have been cx- 


The facilities for training RAAF. 2 
panded by the opening of a technical school in a large provincial city. 


Men have beon withdrawn from ship construction for urgent repair work but it 
is hoped to resume the building programme, Hleven standard ships have been 
ordercd, Components are being produced in all States, Over 300 men are engaged 
by a State authority on the building of a ship in N.S.W. to the order of the 
Australian Shipping Board, 


In the future, Australian war factorics should prove to be a temendous 
contribution to industrial development and cnable the cfficient production of 
civilian requirements in larger quantitics than were previously obtainable, said 
the Minister for Munitions on 8th July. He forecast that the production of 
munitions in Australis. would be continued aftcr the war on a scale at least one= 
third that of wartime in order to provide protection against a future emergency. 
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Inergency work carricd out in 1941-42 by State authorities includec the linking 
of the Port Kembla and Burrinjuck electricity systens, 


The Civil Construction Corps of the Allied ‘forks Council is enrolling 1, 000 
carpenters fron N.S,.W. for work in Queensland, 


A waterside cmploynent comuittee for the port of Sydney has been set up. 


Slightly more than 15% of the staff enpared at a large munition factory since 
last January has been found to have been dravm fron primary incustrics, 


The deferment of call-up for the Amay or Allied Works granted to men recistering 
for seasonal rural work will be withcravm unless the nen report for work. A 
warning has been issued to about 650 sugar cane-cutters, About 1,000 are still 
requircd, 


It has been found impossible to obtain substitute labour for shearers in ¢ho 
Army. Men still in N.S.W. whe have had at least three months’ training, who are 
not officers or key men and who are not serving at certain battle stations will 
be relcased, 


A conference will be held in Sydney from August 5th on Women's Land army 
organisation in all States, local comnittees, on which the local agricultural 
instructors will be represented, arc being set up in country districts of NeSele 
In the first instance they will be concerned with organising part-time and 
seasonal assistance in rural work, Use may be mace of voluntcers willing to 
spend vacations doing light farm work, 


